

BRIAR CREEK BOROUGH
August 5, 2026
Regular Council Meeting Minutes

President W Bruce Michael called the meeting to order at 7PM. The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag was recited, followed by a Moment of Silence.

Roll call of Council Members was taken. Present: Mayor Harold Kershner, Jr., W. Bruce Michael, E. James Seeley, James Long, Ed Fenton, Rodney Koch, and Holli Trivelpiece. Other officials present were  Solicitor Rob Davidson, Zoning Officers Larry Frace and Abigail Smith, Melanie Bove from Peters Consultants, and Secretary Carol Kieser.  Absent: Bill Witner.

Citizens Present: John Trivelpiece

Citizens – John Trivelpiece inquired about the unkept swimming pool filled with stagnant water on E Rittenhouse Mill Road.  Larry Frace will follow-up with a NOV.  

John Trivelpiece asked if the planning commission needs to review the Data Center Ordinance #202-2026.  Attorney Davidson explained:  Planning Commission to recommend to Council, Council sends to Columbia County Planning Commission which has 30 days to review,  Briar Creek Council to advertise 2x to hold a public comment hearing, advertise to adopt by Briar Creek Borough.  Secretary to provide copies of ordinance to John Trivelpiece to distribute to Planning Commissioners before the Wednesday, August 19 Planning Commission meeting.  

No Mayor’s report was given.

Engineer’s Report – Peters Consultants
Melanie Bove reported a third and final review of CSG Development Plans was performed and all comments have been addressed by the developer.  Motion by Holli Trivelpiece/seconded Ed Fenton to grant conditional approval to the project, contingent on compliance with the developers agreement which will include, but not limited to, the under cutting of trees and clean up trash and debris on the property, and SALDO requirements.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Solicitor’s Report –Atty. Rob Davidson
Ordinance 202-2026 – Planning Commission recommended to add data center zoning as a conditional use in the Light Industrial zone.  Discussion was held to have the Planning Commission review the ordinance.  Next Planning Commission Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 19, at 6PM.  

The Ordinance 203-2026, Adopt Act 131 to Increase Max Allowable Compensation for Borough Officials was presented.  Motion by Jim Long/seconded Jim Seeley to authorize ordinance be advertised.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Sheetz Store Rebuild Project Waivers – Contact has been made with project lawyer.  

Zoning Officer’s Report – Larry Frace presented and discussed the July 2026 report including zoning and construction permits, complaints, and new items.  Larry Frace reported on a complaint against Smith Pipe and Welding for an alleged explosion.  Emergency Services responded and no issues were found.  

A proactive approach to the trash and clothing that has been piling up at the clothing bins in the Giant Plaza was discussed.  The owner of the bins has been contacted and Abigail Smith will follow-up.  
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Discussion was held by Council and Larry Frace in regard to the Briar Creek Estates and Red Oak Mobile Home Parks.  Larry Frace has not been able to make contact with the owner of the parks.  Discussion included the mobile parks have not renewed their licenses, condemned trailer are still occupied.  Motion by Ed Fenton/seconded Jim Long to authorize Larry Frace to work with Attorney Rob Davidson and assess the next steps since the MHP have not renewed their licenses.  Motion carried; no opposed.   

Motion by Ed Fenton/seconded Jim Seeley to authorize Larry Frace to follow the property maintenance code and file claims thru the magistrate’s office for those owners of the condemned homes.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Motion by Jim Long/seconded Jim Seeley to pay the invoices and accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

The 2025 Financial Audit was presented.  Motion by Rodney Koch/seconded Holli Trivelpiece to approve the audit and advertise.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Committee Reports
Law and Finance – CD #3467 will mature on 8/26/2026.  

Highways and Streets – Jim Long stated the storm drain on Village Drive needs a grate over the 24”discharge pipe which flows under the road into the detention basin.  Area was visited by Bruce Michael, Jim Seeeley, Jim Long, Ed Fenton, and Holli Trivelpiece.  Motion by Ed Fenton/seconded Holli Trivelpiece to authorize Don E Bower to install the grate on the storm drain thru the General Maintenance contract.  Motion carried/no opposed.  

An email from Michelle Dixon, PPL Pole Attachment Services, was discussed.  Ed Fenton advised Council on the PennDOT  sign regulations, adding there are no regulations for mirrors.  Council discussed liability issues.  No action taken.  General Council opinion was not to install the mirror in consideration of  the information from PennDOT.

Buildings and Grounds – Secretary reported an inquiry was received from a private dog breeder to rent the hall for clients to pick up their new puppies.  Council denied the request and suggested the breeder use the pavilion instead.  Attorney Davidson will review the hall rental agreement and make any necessary changes to prohibit dogs in the hall, except certified service dogs.  

Old or Unfinished Business – 
Ed Fenton reported he went over the BCT/BCB 1st Avenue Stormwater Project, using Columbia County GIS, and determined the water problem is not coming from the Briar Creek Borough.  Ed Fenton recommends attaining a quote for shoulder work.  Project was discussed with Briar Creek Township and they agree with the GIS municipal lines.  
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New Business
Jim Long reported a bank mower would need to be rented to mow the steep banks along the roads.  Mike Winder will be contacted for a price to rent the mower and do the work.  Discussion to continue at the 08/26/2026 work session.  

No further business was discussed and meeting was adjourned at 8:42PM.  


Respectfully submitted:




Carol A Kieser, Secretary
Briar Creek Borough
