


BRIAR CREEK BOROUGH
July 29, 2026
Work Session Minutes

President of Council Bruce Michael called the work session to order at 7PM.

Present: Mayor Harold Kershner, W.Bruce Michael, E. James Seeley, Jim Long, Rodney Koch, and Holli Trivelpiece. Other officials present: Borough Manager Carol Kieser. Absent: Ed Fenton, Bill Witner, Solicitor Rob Davidson, Zoning Officers, and Engineer.  

Citizens present: John and Tammy Trivelpiece, and Keith Hess. 

Citizen Comments or Suggestions – No comments were received.  

Secretary’s Report – Carol Kieser
Included in the packets for Council were minutes from the 06/24 Work Session and 07/01/2026 Council Meeting, List of Invoices, updated R-T-K Register, and copy of the 2025 Year-End Financial Audit.  

Codify Ordinances – General Code acknowledged receipt of ordinances and are starting initial phase of the project by reviewing key points.

Website Design – Josh Switzer of NEPA Technologies is continuing to update website with information from Borough.

The 2025 Year-End Financial Audit has been completed by Wagner, Dreese, Elsasser & Associates.  Council to review the audit for approval and authorize to be advertised during the August 5 Council Meeting.   

BAJSA – Jim Seeley
June 10, 2026 report was submitted.  No questions or comments were received from Council or audience.  Copy of the report is filed in the borough office. 
 
Solicitor’s Report – Attorney Rob Davidson
Report was given by Borough Manager in Attorney Davidson’s absence.  
Road Security Bond for Ruckle Hill Road Solar Project –Signed Agreement and Road Security Bond have been received.  
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Sheetz Store Rebuild Project – No updated report.  

Ordinance No. 202-2026, Amend Chapter 27 to include Zoning for Data Centers – Planning Commission Meeting held a meeting on Wednesday, July 15, and determined the Light Industrial Zone as a permitted use for data centers.  Ordinance will be reviewed by the Planning Commission on Wednesday, August 19.  

Ordinance No. 203-2026, Increase Council and Mayor Compensation – No updated report.

Old or Unfinished Business
BCT/BCB Stormwater Project –No update given.  

New Business
A letter of interest was received from Carl Majer in application for a Zoning Hearing Board member and Council Representative.  No vacancies exist at this time and his letter will be kept on file.  Secretary will contact Mr. Majer.  

Jim Long reported the Rt 11 Traffic Signal was not operating today.  The outage was reported to Paramount Realty, owner of the Giant Plaza, and who has an agreement with Briar Creek Borough to maintain and pay expenses for the operation of the traffic signal.  A discussion was held by Council in regard to the procedure to ensure traffic safety and flow.  A Borough cannot erect stop signs on a US Highway and the intersection must be treated like a 4-way stop.  The Borough can call the fire police for assistance.

Holli Trivelpiece requested a mirror be added on the corner of W Rittenhouse Mill Road to aid in traffic visibility.  Project to be discussed at the 08/05 council meeting.  

Correspondence
List for the 0/14/2026 Columbia County Upset Sale was discussed.

GSVCC has scheduled a Data Center Information Session on Tuesday, August 4 at 10AM.  

Email was received to report NO mosquito sites in Columbia County have tested positive for West Nile Virus.
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Motion by Jim Long/seconded Holli Trivelpiece to adjourn.  Motion carried. No further business was discussed and meeting was adjourned at 7:37PM.

Respectfully submitted:




Carol A Kieser
Borough Manager
Briar Creek Borough
