

BOROUGH OF BRIAR CREEK
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
March 18, 2026

Chairman John Trivelpiece called the Wednesday, March 18, 2026 Planning Commission Meeting to order at 6PM.  Roll call of members was taken.  Present: John Trivelpiece, Bea Long, Barb Seeley, Richard Sabatura, Mary Rafter, Jim Seeley, and Carol Kieser, Secretary.  Absent:  Heather Fenton.  Other officials present:  Mike Cymbala from Peters Consultants, Andy Keister from Livic Civil, Rich Kisner from CSG, Briar Creek Zoning Officers Larry Frace and Abegail Smith. 

Audience:  W. Bruce Michael.

Minutes from the 01/21/2026 Planning Commission Meeting were presented.  Motion by Rich Sabatura/seconded Mary Rafter to approve the minutes with no corrections or additions.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Included in the planning commission packets:  
· 01/21/2026 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes.
· Email from Briar Creek Borough to grant 90-day extension.
· Letter from Columbia County Conservation District.
· PADOT HOP.  
· Peters Consultants Inc. Review Letter.  

Purpose of Meeting:  Continuance from the January 2026 meeting to review the Preliminary/Final Plans for the Community Strategies Group Land Development Project proposed for 2102 W Front Street, Berwick .  NOTE: the February 18 meeting was cancelled at the request of the developer.  Briar Creek Borough granted the request for a 90-day review period/time extension.  

Andy Keister, Livic Civil, reviewed the new plans which include a change to the building footprint for a second story with an additional parking space.  New plans have been reviewed by Peters Consultants and the outstanding items have not been addressed due to time restraints before the meeting.  

Rich Kisner addressed questions from the Planning Commission in regards to stormwater design, classroom, small apartment, and the building manager.  
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Rich Kisner noted the administration responsibilities will be provided thru AGAPE, Central Susquehanna Opportunities, Columbia County Housing and Redevelopment Authority, and Gatehouse and have not been determined.  A meeting has been set with agencies to discuss.  

A separate application for the second phase of the project will need to be submitted and is not part of this project.   Phase Two is proposed for 12 housing units to be located in the back portion of the property.  

Questions and Comments
Larry Frace – No comments.  

Peters Consulting – No comments.  

The audience and planning commission voiced continued concern of the trash and rubbish that is on the property and want it cleaned up as soon as possible.  Planning Commission requested this be included in the developer agreement.   

Rich Kisner requested conditional approval of the project.  Motion by Rich Sabatura/seconded Bea Long to grant conditional approval,  contingent on Engineer approval, waivers, lot cleanup, and compliance with the developers agreement.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Motion by Bea Long/seconded Barb Seeley to adjourn.  No further discussion was held and meeting was adjourned at 7:08PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Carol A Kieser, Secretary
Planning Commission
Briar Creek Borough
