

BRIAR CREEK BOROUGH
May 6, 2026
Regular Council Meeting Minutes

President W Bruce Michael called the meeting to order at 7PM. The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag was recited, followed by a Moment of Silence.

Roll call of Council Members was taken. Present: W. Bruce Michael, Mayor Harold Kershner, Jr., E. James Seeley, James Long, Rodney Koch, Bill Witner, and Holli Trivelpiece. Other officials present were  Solicitor Rob Davidson, Zoning Officers Larry Frace and Abigail Smith, and Secretary Carol Kieser.  Absent: Ed Fenton, and Engineer.

Citizens Present: Dave DeHaven, Rich Sabatura, Mary Rafter, Keith Hess, George Fantry, and John Trivelpiece.  

Keith Hess commented the new website is not mobile phone user friendly and the fee schedule is skewed and hard to read.  Secretary is working with the developer to improve the website.  

The 03/25 Work Session (amended) and 04/01/2026 council meeting minutes were approved as written.  

No Mayor’s report was given.

Engineer’s Report – No report.  

Solicitor’s Report –Atty. Rob Davidson
Ruckle Hill Solar Project – Referred to Secretary to check all documents have been recorded so the project can move forward to construction phase.  

Data Center Zoning – Attorney still working on draft ordinance.  

Ordinance No. 200, Amending the MHP Regulations was presented with the inclusion of the recommendations from the 04/29/2026 work session.  Motion by Jim Long/seconded Holli Trivelpiece to authorize the ordinance be advertised.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Resolution No. 5-2026, Establishing Fees/Fines Under MHP Ordinance #200.  Larry Frace provided Solicitor Davidson a list of violations and a schedule of fees and fines for incorporation into Resolution 5-2026.  Attorney Rob Davidson recommended the resolution be tabled until Ordinance No. 200 is adopted.  

RT 11 Entrance to Ber-Vaughn Park – Bruce Michael went to the Columbia County Courthouse and was able to obtain deeds and prints of the area.  Attorney Davidson and Bruce Michael will continue to research ownership of the entrance into the park from Rt. 11.  

Social Media Resolution – Council held a discussion to draft a resolution and establish guidelines regarding the use of Facebook to post Borough information.  Council authorized Attorney Davidson to draft the resolution.  

Zoning Report – Larry Frace presented and discussed the April 2026 report including complaints, zoning and flood plain violations, and updated Mobile Home Park issues.  Questions and preliminary plans were received for the new Sheetz Building.  
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Abigail Smith recently attended a Disaster Management Course and emphasized the importance of the Borough to maintain records of each road improvement in case flood damage should ever occur.  

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report – Included in the meeting packets were a list of invoices for payment, bank account balances and Quickbooks registers. Motion by Jim Long/seconded Jim Seeley to approve paying the invoices and to accept the Secretary’s Report.  Motion carried; no opposed.  

Update was given on the new website.  NEPA Technologies continues to work with the Borough Manager to add more information to the website.  

Codify Borough Ordinances – Borough Manager has emailed all the ordinances to General Code.  

Committee Reports
Law and Finance –  No report.  
Highways and Streets – 
	Minichi, Inc.  Work to begin on 05/11/2026.
	Crack Filling Proposal – New proposal was received from McCracken with two options: Option 1, Crack seal borough roads except Ruckle Hill Rd; Option 2, Crack seal all borough roads.  Motion by Jim Long/seconded Rodney Koch to accept Option 1 in the amount of $13,150.  Motion carried; no opposed.  
Buildings and Grounds – 
	Park Road Tree Trimming Proposals.  Spreadsheet was updated to include capability of each bidder’s equipment to reach and trim the top of the trees.  Question from Rodney Koch was discussed regarding the need to trim the trees when utility companies will be benefitting.  Further discussion was held in reference to the three bids and the perspective company’s ability to trim the tall trees.  Motion by Bill Witner/seconded Jim Seeley to accept the proposal submitted by Tomassacci Tree in the amount of $7500.  Roll call was taken:  Jim Long, yes; Rodney Koch, no; Jim Seeley, yes; Bill Witner, yes; Holli Trivelpiece, yes; Bruce Michael, yes.  Motion carried on majority vote.  

Old and Unfinished Business
No update was given on the BCT/BCB 1st Avenue Stormwater Project. 

New Business – No new business.

Correspondence – “Fighting Blight Where It Starts” article from Columbia County Redevelopment Authority.  

Motion by Jim Long/seconded Rodney Koch to adjourn.  No new business was discussed and meeting was adjourned at 8:33PM.  

Respectfully submitted:



Carol A Kieser, Secretary
Briar Creek Borough
